
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A TVP co-production - “Of Animals and Men” in U.S. theatres 
 
"Of Animals and Men," directed by Łukasz Czajka and co-produced by Polish Public 
Television TVP, will soon be released to U.S. viewers. The film will be screened on June 22, 
2021 in over 750 American cinemas, and its distribution is made possible by the TVP Sales 
and International Cooperation Office. 
 

“Of Animals and Men” tells the history of the Żabinskis, a Polish couple that rescued hundreds of Poles 

and Jews during the German Nazi occupation of Poland in World War II. During the war, Jan Żabiński, 

the founder and director of the Warsaw Zoo, and his wife Antonina, hid Jews and soldiers of the Polish 

underground army in the deserted zoo for many months, including at the Żabińskis’ private home on 

the premises of the facility and in the back of animal enclosures. In total, the couple sheltered around 

300 people - the exact number is unknown.   

The film draws upon archival material as well as witness and survivor statements to tell an 

extraordinary story about courage and passion. The film uses recorded conversations with the last 

living witnesses of the events, including Moshe Tiroshem, who survived thanks to a hideout in the zoo, 

as well as never-before-published archival films showing the Żabiński family, their villa and the zoo. 



The film will be shown to American viewers for one day, June 22, 2021, at approximately 750 U.S. 

cinemas, including at some of the country’s largest cinema chains: Regal Cinemas, AMC and Cinemark. 

 

The organizer of the film screenings in the U.S. is Fathom, one of the nation’s leading cinema 

distributors and the largest distributor of documentaries and live events. 

 

"Of Animals and Men" has won numerous awards, including Best Art Documentary at the 2019 

Guangzhou International Documentary Film Festival, the Special Jury Prize at the 2019 Polish Film 

Festival in America and the Bei Doc Award at the 2020 Bellaria Film Festival. The film was also praised 

at the 2020 "Niepokorni, Niezłomni, Wyklęci" National Film Festival in Poland for its "artistic depiction 

of a time when saving lives was punishable by death." 

 

Producer Anna Wereda based the film on Director Łukasz Czajka’s original script, and the film was co-

produced by: Telewizja Polska, the Mazowiecki Institute of Culture, the Mazovia and Warsaw Film 

Funds, the National Film Archive - Audiovisual Institute, the National Center for Culture, and MX35. 

 

More information can be found here: https://ofanimalsandmen.com/ 

Watch the trailer here: https://youtu.be/8ivRZU7y9NI 

Learn more through our Embassy’s social media: 

https://twitter.com/polishembassyus/status/1400831960461815809?s=21 

https://www.facebook.com/132428173488131/posts/4123734797690762/ 
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